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Instruction for the Online ALEPH Catalog.

Mimi Huppert
Head of Reader Services
Bloomfield Library for Humanities and Social Sciences, Hebrew University, Jerusalem

An automated catalog is polarized between two extremities: rigidity and flexibility. It has a fixed set of
unalterable operating rules on the one hand, and unlimitedly varied retrieval options on the other.

One cannot give the reading public an automated catalog without guidance in how to use it. ALEPH allows
every library to develop it own system of instruction to suit its users. The explanations can be printed, on-
line, or verbal; they can be for individuals or groups; they can be centralized or decentralized; detailed or
general, or any combination of the above.

This paper reviews the experience garnered by our Reference Department over the last six years, during
which we observed the reactions of our users (readers and librarians), drew concluions, and revised our
methods and materials. We continue to experiment, analyze reactions, revise and try again.

This ongoing search for the most effective way to instruct our public in the use of our sophisticated online
catalog is the real challenge facing the Reference Department today.

How to beat the high cost of living/... ALEPH can help!
(Revisions in Computerized Circulation System due to Budgetary Cuts)

Sara Farkas

Chana Lajcher

Harman Science Library
Hebrew University, Jerusalem

After two years of operation using the ALEPH system, the Harman Science Library at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem, due to budget cuts, closed its textbook circulation desk and reshelved the reservec
textbooks onto open shelves. Accordingly, the circulation and holds (ordering) systems were completeh
revised.

While the old system allowed stricter control over the collection, the open shelf system has shortened line
at the circulation desk and requires less personnel.

By changing selected parameters in the internal tables of the system (UTIL50, TABALEPH). the circulatiol
status of an entire collection was changed without actually handling each volume. The ALEPH program ha
proven itself to be fiexible enough to accommodate radical changes in library policy, while on-goim
developments allow greater independence for the readers.

The National Library’'s ALEPH Subject Heading Catalog

Emanuel Aczel
Clasification Department
Jewish National and University Library, Jerusalem

Until the year 1984 the National Library’s subject card catalog was arranged according to the Dewe
Decimal System (DDC). When the aforementioned catalog was closed new publications were cataloged i
ALEPH’s computerized catalog.

At that time the National Library implemented a new subject classification which combined the DDC wit
natural language subject headings. In this new system librarians assign one or more classificatio
numbers to each publication, as they did in the past. Each classification number has been expanded t
include a number of relevant natural language subject headings. Thus, while librarians continue to assig
the classification numbers they are familiar with, the system automatically adds additional subjec
headings, for each item. Once cataloged. each item can thenbe retrieved by its classification numbers or b
its subject headings. and the reader benefits from bots systems’ advantages: The clear hierarchy of th
DDC and direct retrieval by means of the subject headings.

Subject heading retrieval isbased on words or Boolean combinations of words, thus enabling the untraine
patron to make efficient use of the subject catalog.
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